
 

1 The Glory of God’s Son 

Hebrews 1:1-3 

 

In Rock climbing, which I enjoy doing, one of the most important things to 

remember while climbing is that you need to maintain 3 points of contact as far 

as it is possible.  Either 2 hands and one foot or 2 feet and one hand.  This is to 

ensure that one does not fall off the rock face and injure or kill yourself; it 

ensures that you are unshakable.   

In a similar way, we need to ensure in life that our belief in the Lord Jesus is 

unshakable.  This is especially true when life takes root and struggles and 

hardships enter our lives, our health fails and well the situation in the country 

doesn’t seem to improve.  In fact, as we interact more and more with people 

who believe different things to us, how do we know the truth from the lie and 

how can we remain true to Jesus in the midst of it all. 

The book of Hebrews is just the book to answer questions like that.  We don’t 

know who wrote it, but we do know that it was written during the time of the 

notorious Emperor, Nero.   

Nero was a roman emperor who was in office from 54 AD to 68 AD.  It was 

during this time that the great fire of Rome happened, and after that fire, 

Christians were extensively tortured and executed.   



The book of Hebrews was written to help the Christians of the time to remain 

unshakable in the midst of severe persecution.  And although written for 

Christians in the time of Nero, the book has amazing relevance for us today as 

well.  Why?  Because the book of Hebrews tells us who Jesus is.   

It had three major sections, and if you like, are like the three points of contact 

that we all need to hold on to in order to remain true to the Lord Jesus. 

The first point of contact is who Jesus is, from chapters 1-6.  The 2nd point of 

contact is what Jesus has done chapters 7-10 and the 3rd point of contact is from 

chapters 11-13 which deal with what God has said.  If we are to let go of any of 

these 3 things, then we might end up falling off the rock and losing touch with 

the Lord God himself.  R Brown who has written a commentary on Hebrews says 

“No believer can cope with adversity unless Christ fills his horizons, sharpens his 

priorities and dominates his experience.”  And this is the message of the book, 

to help us in our adversity to remain faithful to the Lord Jesus. 

Well let’s get stuck in and look at these opening three verses. 

As the book begins, the writer asserts one of the greatest facts about 

Christianity, and that is that God has spoken to mankind.  This separates 

Christianity from every other religion in the world.  All other religions are 

founded on the vision of a single person.  Christianity however is founded on 

the very words of God.  Spoken to mankind over a period of 1500 years and 

culminating in the life and death of Jesus.  God speaks to us to 2 ways. 

1. Speaking through Prophets   1:1 

Look at verse 1. “In the past, God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets 

at many times and in various ways…” 



Now notice the language that is used here.  This whole sentence is written in 

the past tense.  It speaks about ‘in the past’.   

Now all of us talk about the good old days, when we were younger, when things 

seemed brighter, but in all these conversations, we are referring back to things 

that took place.  This is what the writer is doing with us here.  He is saying back 

in the past, this is how God spoke to us.  In other words, this is something that 

doesn’t happen anymore.  It is in the past.  The reference here to ‘in the past’ in 

this passage is also a reference to the time before the Lord Jesus Christ.  The last 

of the OT prophets was in fact John the Baptist.  He was the last communication 

from God through a prophet.   

But notice also that the communication was given at many times and in various 

ways.  When one has to communicate at many times, and in various ways, it 

means that there is an important message, but it can also mean that the 

message needs constantly to be reiterated, re-explained and constantly 

developed.   

It is like a school teacher who explains the lesson, and at the end of the lesson 

they ask for questions, and a child raises their hand and says that they don’t 

understand.  The teacher might do a number of different things, but what they 

will do is re-explain the lesson.  Perhaps in the same way, probably in a different 

way, using new examples and different illustrations they will try to explain 

things so that the child understands.  It might also be the case that the lesson is 

only part of a greater lesson, and so further teaching instructions need to be 

given. 

In the case of God, the OT prophets (and by the way this is more than just the 

few books at the end of the OT that we call the prophetic writings, but rather a 



reference to the whole OT) were only given part of the message at any given 

time.  The words of God were spoken in the past to many people and in various 

ways, and it is only as we put all these messages together that we begin to 

understand what God is saying to us.  This is why it is important that we don’t 

just read the NT, but also the OT.  But with the arrival of Jesus in the world, God 

no longer needs to speak to us through prophets. 

2. Speaking through the Son   1:1-2a 

V 2 “but in these last days he [God] has spoken to us by his Son…” 

The last days in this context refers to the whole space of time between the Lord 

Jesus’ 1st coming to earth and his 2nd coming to earth.  In other words, the last 

days are a reference to the time from Jesus birth to the time when he will 

return to judge the world at some point in the future.   

This means that since Jesus came into the world, our communication channels 

with God are solely through Jesus.  It means that God no longer speaks to us 

through prophets, but through his son Jesus.   

I wonder if part of our problem in remaining faithful to the Lord God in our day 

an age is that we still want God to speak to us in the same old fashioned way, 

through the prophets.  So when we see an advert for a prophet who is from 

another country, we go to listen to them thinking that they have a special and 

new message from God.  The reality is that no one has a new message from 

God, because God only speaks to us now through his son.   

Now what we do need to mention here is that God still speaks to us through his 

Son and through the prophets of old, but only as is written down in the Bible.  



With the coming of Jesus into the world, the message of God is complete.  There 

is nothing new to add.   

Coming back to the kid at school who didn’t understand.  The teacher will 

continue to explain, even taking the child aside to give them a special session, 

but the moment the child understands, the teacher moves on with the lesson.  

The message is complete. 

And like wise with God.  He communicated to us through the prophets, but 

when Jesus came, that was his final completed message.   

I cannot iterate this more, but God’s message to us is complete in Jesus.  So why 

do we constantly look for a new message from God?   

Now before we bring things to a close this morning, I have one more comment 

to make, and this is 

3. The Son’s Biography    1:2b-3 

If we are to remain unshakable in the storms of life, we need to listen to God’s 

word to us through the prophets of the OT and the Lord Jesus Christ.  It means 

we have to read our Bibles if we are to remain unshakable.  But in case we think 

that Jesus is not qualified to give us the final message from God, the writer gives 

us Jesus’ CV.  In case we are looking for another new message from God, look at 

Jesus’ biography as to who he is and see if the person you might be going to 

hear bring a new message from God has the same credentials. 

We notice that Jesus is different from the other prophets that came with God’s 

message.  They were mere humans, who were sinners and sometimes got things 

wrong.  But Jesus is different. 



The writer highlights 7 important things about who Jesus is.  V2 “[God] has 

spoken to us through his son, whom he appointed (1) heir of all things, and 

through whom (2) he made the universe.  3 The Son (3) is the radiance of God’s 

glory and (4) the exact representation of his being, (5) sustaining all things by his 

powerful word.  After he had (6) provided purification for sins, (7) he sat down 

at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.” 

Can you see who Jesus is why we should take his message seriously?   

The whole world belongs to Jesus; he is heir of all things.  But more than that, 

he made the world, so knows what is best for us.  In fact, we are told that he not 

only made it, but sustains it.  That means that he keeps things working the way 

they were intended to work.   

For example, our heart beats our entire life.  What causes it to beat constantly?  

Well our brain sends messages to the heart to beat.  So what tells our brain to 

tell our heart to beat constantly?  That is Jesus sustaining our lives.   

But Jesus is not just some fancy prophet who happens to have been the 

fortunate who God chose to create the world.  Jesus is also v 3 the very radiance 

of God’s glory and the exact representation of him.  Other religions, including 

many Jews, see Jesus as just a great teacher and a good man.  But we are told 

here that the message of Jesus that is given to us today is way more than just a 

random piece of junk mail.  For Jesus is God.  None of the prophets were the 

radiance of God’s glory.  They might have seen it, they might have told people 

about it, but none of them were the radiance of God’s glory.  As one 

commentator says, just like the rays of the sun are the sun itself, so the Son of 

God is God himself. 



And just in case we don’t get this idea, the writer tells us that Jesus is also the 

exact representation or imprint or expression of who God is.   

So Jesus is someone to listen to.  Not just to add to the pile of things we listen 

to, but the one and only person we should listen to. 

But more than this, Jesus is not just the creator and susatiner of the world nor is 

he just God, but he also died for our sin and was raised to life again.  V 3 “After 

he provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in 

heaven.”   

Now friends, tell me who we should listen to.  Someone who comes on our TV 

screens and tells us that they have a new massage from God?  Someone who 

says that the gospel of Jesus is something only for new believers and we need to 

move beyond that?   

The message of God in the OT points us to the complete message of Jesus in the 

NT.  And Jesus is God, who made the world, sustains the world and rescues the 

world.   

If you and I want to remain unshakable in this life despite the problems of this 

life, then we need to sit up, get off our comfortable religious couches and listen 

to what God is saying to us.   

Choose today who you will listen to.  Man, and his fancy messages or God and 

his final message. 

Let’s pray. 


